	GCSE Music at Heathside School (Edexcel Specification)


A guide for parents and students

The Music option at GCSE is a development of the work studied at Key Stage 3 and a stepping stone for further study at AS and A Level. The course aims to develop students’ understanding and appreciation of a wide range of musical genres and styles and encourages critical and creative thinking.

The course is divided into three components – performing, composing and listening – and has four Areas of Study: Western Classical Music 166-1899; Music in the 20th Century; Popular music in context; World music.   

Unit 1: Performing Music 
This unit covers 30% of the GCSE course and consists of two submissions – a solo performance and an ensemble (group) performance. Students will be assessed continually throughout the two years in both solo and ensemble performance, with the final submissions for assessment being completed in the Spring Term of Year 11.

As a general rule, students opting to take GCSE Music must be working at Grade 3 level (or have been playing for about three years) on at least one instrument and must be receiving regular instrumental lessons either in school or privately. 

Students must show that they have taken up the many performing opportunities offered at Heathside through involvement in concerts, recitals and performances in assembly. Every GCSE music student must be a member of at least one extra curricular music group.    

Unit 2: Composing Music
This unit covers 30% of the GCSE course. Students compose four compositions over the two years, of which they submit two for assessment by the Exam Board. Each composition is composed to a different Area of Study (see above). Compositions are completed termly and students are expected to compose, redraft, improve and refine their work in this time. Time management and good organisation skills as well as musical imagination are key ingredients for composition. 
Unit 3: Listening and Appraising
This unit covers 40% of the GCSE course and is examined in a 1-hour 30-minute written examination set and marked by the Exam Board at the end of Year 11. In Section A of the paper, students will respond to questions based on the recorded extracts of set works. In Section B, students answer a more in-depth question on a chosen set work(s) and are assessed on Quality of Written Communication (QWC). 

As well as studying the set works, students will become familiar with analysing music generally through the elements of music i.e. texture, pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, structure and timbre. They will become familiar with the sight and sound of individual instruments and groups of instruments and understand how composers use musical devices such as imitation, sequence and pedal. 

Students also study how music has developed from the early Baroque Period in 1600, through the Classical and Romanic Periods of the 18th and 19th Centuries and into the 20th and 21st Centuries.  

The Set Works for 2009/10/11 are detailed in the table below:
	Area of Study 1:

Western classical music 1600-1899
	Area of Study 2:

Music in the 20th century

	· Handel: Chorus: And the Glory of the Lord from Messiah

· Mozart: 1st Movement from Symphony No. 40 in G minor

· Chopin: Prelude No 15 in D flat major
	· Schoenberg: Peripetie from Five Orchestral Pieces
· Bernstein: Something’s Coming from West Side Story

· Reich: 3rd Movement from Electric Counterpoint

	Area of Study 3:

Popular music in context
	Area of Study 4:

World music

	· Miles Davis: All Blues from the album Kind of Blue
· J Buckley: Grace from the album Grace
· Moby: Why Does My Heart Feel So Bad? From the album Play
	· Capercaillie: Chuir M’Athair Mise Dhan Taigh Charraideach (Skye Waulking Song) from the album Nàdurra
· Rag Desh
· Koko: Yiri


The impact of technology within the Music curriculum is well catered for at Heathside. In addition to our keyboard facilities, we have fifteen networked computers all running Microsoft Office, Sibelius 3 and Cubase SE. These programmes allow students the opportunity to listen to the music they have composed and then to edit and develop their musical ideas. The software also allows students to produce professional quality scores and recordings. The vast majority of our students make excellent use of the technological facilities available in the Department. 
It is the intention of the Music Department to expose our students to as much music as possible. Therefore concert trips, workshops and visiting performances are regularly organised to broaden students’ musical horizons. 

GCSE Music is an exciting course for anyone wishing to develop and improve their musical skills. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask Mr Macfarlane or Mrs Thrower. There is also lots of information about GCSE Music on the Music Department Website: www.heathsidemoodle.com/Music.
